The Gospel (Good News) For Same Sex Marriages
Defense of Marriage Act
Once again the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) is currently before our nation and our state legislators. DOMA defines marriage as a legal union between one man and one woman and was signed into law by President Clinton in 1996. DOMA guarantees that no state (or other political subdivision within the United States) may be required to recognize as a marriage a same-sex relationship considered a marriage in another state.
Marriage in the Bible
Often heard in the conversations about same-sex marriage is that marriage in the Bible is between one man and one woman.  To say that is to speak a half-truth. Actually, it is only one-quarter true. In Biblical times monogamy was one of four different kinds of marriages or unions between men and women. In addition to monogamy there was polygamy, concubinage and levirate marriages. A levirate marriage was when the brother of a man who died without children had an obligation to marry the widow. No one kind of marriage or union between people was considered right or wrong. Marriage practices tended to be fluid, changing with the circumstances and challenges of the time. Still, today in countries where there is no Social Security, or government funded way to care for the elderly; tribal members will have several wives for the purpose of having children to care for elderly family members. In wealthy countries like ours, we “value” not having to depend on our children to care for us. How ironic! In fact, we think we have failed if we have nothing ($) to leave our children.
One of the hallmarks of the Lutheran understanding of how things work in God’s created world is that marriage belongs to the state (God’s Left Hand, the Created Orders) and not to the church (God’s Right Hand). Sex and marriage are part of the natural order of creation* and thus fall under the jurisdiction of the state. What is right for people living in Seattle isn’t necessarily right for people living in Tanzania. God’s creation is always changing and always adapting.
When Luther rejected marriage as a sacrament he gave marriage back to the state. The church got marriage all wrong because it got celibacy all-wrong. By becoming a celibate monk or nun the church promised through holy orders that monks and nuns would receive a special (sacramental) means of grace. Of course, it wasn’t long before the church realized that this celibacy thing would lead to the extinction of the church. Thus, marriage also became a sacrament. Luther understood that marriage was not of the church, not a means of grace and released it back to the state where sex, childbearing, child rearing, and marriage rightfully belong.
So, today the state is defining marriage. That is the business of the state. The state can define marriage however best it fits the time in which we live, our culture, and our values. What the Church brings to the table is an understanding that marriage is about faithfulness. Marriage isn’t about one man and one woman, although it surely can be if the law says it is. Then again, the law could say marriage is between any two people who get married by the state.
Jesus had virtually nothing to say about marriage; he did, however, have quite a bit to say about divorce, adultery, and faithfulness. When you look at marriage from the Church’s view, marriage is always about faithfulness. Marriage is about imitating Christ love between two people. Loving submission between husband and wife, life partners, significant others, however you want to define marriage is the Christian way.

Orders of Creation
*In his Two Kingdom theology, commonly referred to and distinguished as the left hand and right hand of God, Luther assigned the orders of creation to the left hand of God.  These orders were derived from the Decalogue (Marriage, Family, Sex, Law, State, Vocation, Truth, Honor, and Oaths).  Every living creature belongs to these orders by his or her creatureliness.   
The word order allows for several meanings. For example, order can mean everything, (people, places and things) are all in there proper place and relationship to others as in the old saying:  “ A place for everything and every thing in it’s place.”  The opposite of this example of order would be disorder.  
A second use of the word order happens when you call your cable provider to inquirer as to why your cable service suddenly stopped working. You are told by the robotic voice: “Your call is important to us and right now we are experiencing higher than usual volume of callers.  But, please stay on the line as your call will be answered in the order in which it was received.”  Here the word order is one of rank and time. 
A third important use of order is to speak of traffic order.  Here neither time nor rank but a regulation, the stipulation to do certain things under certain circumstances.  “If you meet an oncoming vehicle bear to the right (or if in London, bear to the left).”  Here order refers to a potential situation.  Your conduct in that eventuality is ordered.  The order is a “must” configuration.  The opposite would be “disorderly conduct.”
Critics of Luther’s order of creation have labored under the misunderstanding that the orders of creation are proper place orders and must orders (the first and third uses of the word order).  This misunderstanding has led many a clergy person to dismiss out-of-hand Luther’s Two Kingdom theology without ever understanding how helpful it is as a hermeneutic for interpretation of Scripture.  The following is a modest attempt to try and interpret which meaning of order Luther intended when he used the term order of creation.
As regards the use of first meaning of the word order (everything in the right place and proper relationship) it would be more helpful to think of a baseball team.  There are nine players on a baseball team.  Each has his or her own position:  pitcher, catcher, first base etc.  What is consistent and unchangeable is that there are those nine positions.  However, if the pitcher starts to falter, the right fielder can switch places with the pitcher. The catcher and second baseman can switch places, etc.   If the pitcher must go to the dugout, and a relief pitcher come in from the bullpen that works, too. However, the batting order remains fixed (a must form of order).  
The first meaning of the word order refers to the different orders of creation.  As there are nine positions on a baseball team so there are orders of creation (family, marriage, state, etc.). From the beginning God ordered the creation with orders. They were all there before the Decalogue.  Family is presumed before the Fourth Commandment.  Marriage is presumed before the Sixth commandment.  
The third interpretation of the word order as a “must” condition is to be disregarded when applied to Luther’s order of creation. Even though players on a baseball team may change position they still must “bat” in the same order.   
When we speak of creation we are speaking of the total reality the Creator brought into being. As a product of God’s governing activity, creation is on-going; it is a process in time.  The creation God called into being is existence in time.  The created realities are realities in time and as such are subject to the law of becoming and ceasing, i.e. the order of succession.[endnoteRef:-1]  For example the child cannot come before the parent.  Nor can the parent come after the child.   Luther’s orders of creation are of rank and time, the second use of order in the meanings above. [-1: *Werner Elert, The Christian Ethos, Tr. Carl J. Schindler (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1957) p. 77-78 was my chief source for this document.] 

Marriage, as an order of creation, is constantly changing and evolving.  There is absolutely no Biblical reason as to why two people of the same gender cannot be married.  In fact, there are several good reasons according to Luther’s explanation of the Two Kingdom theology as to why the state would benefit from having two people joined together in marriage for all the same good reasons we naturally associate with two people of the opposite sex (stability, parenting, taking care of one another, for better or for worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish till death do them part).  It would also become the state to show fairness, equality, and justice for all by allowing same sex individuals to receive the same legal benefits as opposite gender couples receive.  
Wayne E. Bacus, Pastor
Pentecost  2011
Queen Anne Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA 98119
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